Race, Power and Religion in New York's 1712 Slave Insurrection However, the 1712 insurrection seems fundamental in many respects. First, it was the first revolt on the North American mainland which, following James G. Randall's definition of an insurrection, may be considered as successful. An insurrection, Randall writes, is an organized armed uprising which seriously threatens the stability of government and endangers social order. … [It] is distinguished from rebellion in that it is less extensive and its political and military organization is less highly developed. The term insurrection would be appropriate for a movement directed against the enforcement of particular laws, while the word rebellion denotes an attempt to overthrow the government itself.6
Indeed, even if these slaves neither secured the abolition of slavery in New York nor obtained their freedom, they managed to seek revenge for "some hard usage they apprehended to have received from their masters"7 and to kill New revolts see Eric W. Plaag, "New York's 1741 Slave Conspiracy in a Climate of Fear and Anxiety,"
